
PHILIP B. SCOTT
GOVERNOR

State of Vermont
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

June 1,2023

The Honorable John Bloomer
Secretary ofthe Senate

115 State Street
Montpelier, VT 05633

Dear Secretary Bloomer:

Pursuant to Chapter II, Section 1 1 of the Vermont Constitution, I'm returning 5.6, An Act Relating
to Law Enforcement Intenogation Policies without my signature because of my objections
described below.

This bill started out as a reasonable approach to expand existing constitutional protections
prohibiting deceptive and coercive interrogations for juvenile offenders under the age of 18. As
passed, this bill would make Vermont an outlier by offering these expanded protections to young
adult offenders up to the age of 22,despite Vermont's already robust constitutional protections.
There was uniform testimony in opposition to this bill from the entities charged with promoting
public safety, including crime victim services and child advocacy centers, that this bill will remove
tools from law enforcement used to investigate very serious, violent crimes at a time when our
communities are not feeling safe and are asking us to do more.

This bill would make it more difficult to investigate and prosecute young adult perpetrators
involved in serious crimes, such as narcotics trafficking, sex offenses, including sexual assaults
that happen on college campuses and child sex abuse cases, and internet crimes against children.

For this reason, I'm returning this legislation without my signature pursuant to Chapter II, Section
11 of the Vermont Constitution.

Sincerely,

Philip B.
Governor
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