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Unfortunately, the two bills being considered in Congress threaten to roll back our gains and
undermine our progress. While I support flexibility that allows states to run their Medicaid
programs and regulate their insurance markets in accordance with the needs of their populations,
flexibility should not come at the expense of the federal-state partnership. Initial analysis
indicates the American Health Care Act would dramatically reduce the federal government's
commitment to affordable care and leave our state with a budget deficit we could not absorb
without cutting health care services for the people who need them the most, or significantly
raising taxes on already overtaxed Vermonters. Based on the Congressional Budget Office's
scoring of the Better Care Reconciliation Act, this bill would produce similar reductions.
Beyond the state budget, these bills, if enacted, would have very real consequences on many
Vermonters. Those who lose their insurance coverage, who see reduced premium supports, or
who can only afford plans with high-cost sharing could see their financial security put at risk.
These outcomes are not good for families, and they are not good for the economy.
I agree health care is too costly and the increasing cost is unsustainable. It is a burden on our
employers, families, individuals, and taxpayers. The path forward must build on the state-federal
partnership, by supporting state innovations that make coverage affordable and improve the
health of their residents. This is the best, and most cost-effective way to reduce the demand for,
and the costs of, health care.
I urge the Senate to take the time to listen to the states and their people on improving our health
care system. While I cannot support either piece of legislation as currently written, I would be
happy to work with you and your staff on tackling these concerns.
Sincerely,

Philip B. Scott
Governor
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The Honorable Patrick Leahy
The Honorable Bernie Sanders
The Honorable Peter Welch

